
 
 
14 November 2021 
 
Aberdeen City Council 
Per Alan Simpson  transportstrategy@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
 
 
Dear Alan, 
 
Local Transport Strategy - Main Issues Consultation 
 
We are opting to respond by letter rather than via the online consultation form. I trust that will be 
acceptable. 
 
We are sending a brief response, partly because of lack of time but also betraying our 
significant degree of frustration at the lack of progress in delivering actions to make a significant 
difference on active travel (and especially cycling) in Aberdeen. 
 
The following is a direct extract from the Executive Summary of the previous LTS (2016-2021) 
(p4):  
 
In response to the Main Issues consultation, a number of stakeholders commented that 
the Council did not appear committed to the vision, aims and objectives as little progress 
appeared to have been made, particularly in relation to public transport, active travel, 
safety and well-being.  
 
This still sums up our feelings in relation to active travel.      
 
Later in the same document (p46) the paragraphs relating specifically to cycling do a fairly good 
job of identifying the issues and changes that need to be made.  Thus, the problems - and 
solutions - have already been recognised and acknowledged.  Nothing significant has changed 
in the intervening 5 years, except that the problems have become more urgent. For example, 
 
The consultation in preparation of the Active Travel Action Plan found that the main 
barrier to cycling in Aberdeen is the perception that cycling is an unsafe activity.  
 
Although some of the small-scale achievements in relation to cycling during the period of the 
previous LTS - such as extra cycle parking, tool stations, and the development of a universal 
bike hire scheme - are welcome, they are tinkering at the edges of the problem and do nothing 
to materially improve the conditions experienced by cyclists in Aberdeen every day. The 
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perception remains that on-road cycling in Aberdeen is highly dangerous, and modal shift will 
never be achieved until a network of safe and segregated cycle lanes, to attract people of all 
abilities who are potential cyclists, is provided.   
 
To Councillors and other decision-makers, we say: would you be happy for your child to cycle 
on the streets of Aberdeen? 
 
Since the publication of the previous LTS, Aberdeen City Council have also produced an Active 
Travel Plan and a Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan. In our view, both lack ambition or any sense 
of urgency which one might expect when we are in the midst of a climate emergency, and when 
dangerously high levels of air pollution are still common-place.  Recent prioritisation and 
decision making - for example the premature removal of the beach esplanade cycle lane - 
betray a basic lack of understanding of the issues around active travel. 
 
We regularly respond to consultations on proposed schemes in development where no action 
follows for a period of years, or where the proposed phased approach (e.g. Bridge of Dee West) 
seems intent on delaying any meaningful change for as long as possible. 
 
Radical change is needed if the 2022 LTS is not to become yet another policy or strategy 
document which fails to deliver meaningful benefits for active travel in Aberdeen.  We remain 
willing to work with ACC in future on the delivery of active travel and hope that the period of the 
next LTS will be more productive. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Gavin Clark 
Chair, Aberdeen Cycle Forum 
 
Cc Cllr Sandra Macdonald, Cllr Jenny Laing, Cllr Provost Barney Crockett 
 


