
 

 

Aberdeen – Westhill Cycle Route 

This route has benefitted from investment in recent years.  The path has been widened in 
places, new sections of shared path constructed and a toucan crossing installed.  However, 
the route as a whole is not working as well as it should.  

This is due to a number of factors, especially: 

• the route crosses, and loses priority, at numerous side junctions 

• a particularly substandard section at the five mile garage and adjacent property 

• a very narrow section along part of the Prime 4 boundary, unacceptable for a two 
way cycle path in close proximity to the A944 

• poor route integration in the vicinity of the Hazlehead roundabout 

• poor cycle access to the business parks at Westhill 

• absence of snow clearing and gritting in winter 

ACF has surveyed the route in detail. We believe the following upgrades will bring the route 
up to a higher standard along its length and help it attract the level of use it should be 
achieving along such a busy and increasingly developed corridor.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ueens Road Parking and Hazlehead Roundabout 

 
 

1 Hazlehead roundabout is a problem area for cyclists.  There is inadequate signing and 
poor crossing points.  Heading W, cyclists can either use the shared path on approach to the 
roundabout or stay on road with the cycle lane.  Either way, to continue along the ‘official’ 
route requires cyclists to cross the road to the north side, via the refuge just west of the 
roundabout.   

The absence of signing cyclists to cross the road means that many continue on the 
pavement westwards, which is narrow and not shared use.   

A toucan crossing to replace the refuge: at peak times using the refuge is time consuming 
and uncertain.  Heavy traffic on both sides blocks access.  Cyclists need a good quality 
connection here, which is not provided by the current refuge island. A toucan, though also 
introducing delay into the cyclists journey, will add safety and certainty to the crossing 

At any time waiting 
restrictions along length of 
cycle lane on Queens Rd.  
Parked vehicles frequently 
block the cycle lane creating 
a hazard. 



The ‘false’ one way onto inset road gives the impression that cyclists are not allowed to use 
this road.  Signing is required to clarify the route.  The inset road also has 20mph roundels 
which suggest that the road is one way when it is not.  The orientation of the roundels on the 
westward lane need adjusting. 

 

Heading East approaching the Hazlehead roundabout: cyclists can leave the inset road 
either onto the shared path, or can join the main road.   

The shared path option is poorly signed. 

A toucan crossing to replace the refuge: at peak times using the refuge is time consuming 
and uncertain.  Queuing traffic blocks access.  Cyclists need a good quality connection here, 
which is not provided by the current refuge island. A toucan will add safety and certainty to 
the crossing.   
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Woodend Hospital Junction 

Junction to Woodend hospital:  there are safety concerns here due to poor sightlines for 
cyclists and drivers, and cyclists onward progression can be blocked by just one car queuing 
at the junction.   

Reduce junction flare by building out the pavement to enable better sight lines for drivers 
and cyclists.   

Install a raised table crossing across the junction to give cyclists priority 

OR Implement a one way only into Woodend, to prevent cars queuing to exit onto Queens 
Rd.  It would also improve cycle safety by reducing the number of car movements.  The one 
way should have a cycle exemption. 

 

 

Bus stop west of Woodend junction:  there is no bus shelter here so bus users tend to 
scatter across the whole path increasing the potential for cyclist/pedestrian conflict. 

On path signing to warn bus stop users of cyclists and to advise cyclists to slow down. 
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Queens Den Junction 

Queens Den side junction; the crossing point is offset here and presents few difficulties. 

Better signing: shared path signing required either side of the Queens Den side junction. 

Give way marking at drop kerbs to signal continuity of route. 
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Den of Maidencraig 

 

 

On approach from either direction, the visibility is extremely limited. It would be beneficial if 
the bushes were cut down to allow more warning for pedestrians and cyclists alike.  

As an alternatively, the path could be re-designed with shallower angles again to provide 
more visibility.
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Prime 4 Section 

 

 

For the stretch of path adjacent to the new development area “Prime 4”, the path is very 
narrow, circa 1.5m. With oncoming traffic from the dual carriageway section, immediately 
adjacent and potentially coming towards path users at approximately 60mph, this represents 
a very intimidating and dangerous section. 

Obviously and for this same reason, I would not consider the path suitable for anyone other 
than a very experienced cyclist, especially given the fact that in winter it is quite often very 
slippery due to frost (note the path is rarely, if ever, treated with salt). 

To improve this section it should be widened (2.5m min, including 0.5m clearance from the 
road, in line with cycling by design guidance) and ideally a barrier fitted at. 
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Post Office Lay-by beside the 5 Mile Garage 

 

 

The section of path beside the old Post Office requires cyclists to dismount and use a very 
narrow path. From my experience the majority of cyclists ignore this feature and hop down 
onto the lay-by located directly in front. 

The lay-by appears to be there to allow Post Office vans to empty the contents from the 
remaining Post-box, which appears to still be in use.  

Given the limited time that a van would be present in the lay-by, consideration should be 
given to making the lay-by dual-access (ie Post Office van and cyclists). To accommodate 
this change, it would require warnings signs for cyclists / motorists and painted lines to show 
the route cyclists need to take. One final point is that it would be beneficial to limit use of the 
lay-by to Post Office vans only. 
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5 Mile Garage 

 

 

The section of cycle path either side of the 5-Mile Garage extends over quite a distance, and 
given the number of openings which are also used quite often, it would be beneficial to 
provide another section of cycle path as shown on the sketch above. This could be through 
provision of further painted cycle path or with the installation of a raised section of path. 

Location for extra 
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Blackburn side junction 

 

 

The cyclist crossing over the Blackburn side junction represents a very unsafe section of 
path.  A number of scenarios are evident ie 

With cars approaching from left to right, and cyclist doing the same, the cyclist has to 
look directly behind him to ensure there are no cars away to turn left. Looking over 
your shoulder whilst cycling is not easiest thing to do, also this has to be a quick 
activity so that you do not lose your balance. Additionally cyclists will not want to 
come to a complete halt, therefore these reasons add up to an increased chance of 
an accident. 

With motorists coming from right to left and waiting to cross onto the Blackburn side 
junction. Also with motorists either entering or exiting the Blackburn side junction 
from the dual carriageway section in the left to right direction. There are a number of 
sources of traffic that the cyclist has to monitor, this presents a greater risk for an 
accident. It is also worth highlighting that if a car is crossing from the right turn filter 
and encounters a cyclist crossing, this represents a very dangerous situation given 
the speed that cars are going at, when coming along the dual carriageway from left to 
right. 

It would be of benefit if the cyclist crossing was offset along the Blackburn side junction so 
that cars using the right turn filter have a refuge area that ensures they have made it clear of 
the carriageway taking traffic from left to right. 
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Also if barriers were fitted round both corners this would ensure cyclists took the 
recommended route rather than going over the road directly beside the junction. 
Lastly, though not essential, a further improvement to this junction would be to change right 
of way in favour of cyclist use OR at elevate the cyclist crossing so that it is effectively a 
speed bump section for motorists thereby ensuring that they slow down sufficiently when 
passing over it. 



Kingsford side junction 

 

 

For the Kingsford side junction, the very same issues are evident and applicable as 
described above for the Blackburn side junction. 

The only other point to raise is that the current cyclist crossing point has very poor visibility 
for motorists and cyclists alike along the section of Kingsford road. 

It would be beneficial to remove bushes and improve the visibility on this road. 
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Extend shared path designation from city boundary to Westhill Drive 

  

 

At present the cycle lane ends at the city/shire boundary.  Aberdeenshire should take on 
responsibility for extending the cycle lane and for providing good connections into Arnhall 
business park. .  

 

The whole route is currently not subjected to snow clearance or gritting in winter.  The city 
and shire councils should deem this as a priority route for winter treatment and should 
coordinate to ensure the full route is accessible at all times of the year.
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Deleted:  there is a break in the 
ownership/control of the path close to Westhill

Deleted: With consideration of upkeep and 
gritting (in winter) of the route would seem better 
controlled via one authority to ensure



South of Tesco junction: Toucan to enable access to road and path network at Arnhall 
Business Park 

 

 

Linkage should considered to allow cyclists to safely access the numerous offices within 
Arnhall Business Park. This could be completed with a Toucan crossing and cycle markings 
along the existing roads within Arnhall Business Park and potentially a new link adjacent to 
B9119 road. 
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